that a babe should not be held re-
sponsible for the wrong-dolng of its
sire or dam. What has the infant
done that he should begin life with a
legal badge of shame written upon
his face? Has he not the same nat-

protection is far keener and his dan-

. ger more presding.

Why should the child of self-sac-
rificing love begin life disowned, dis-
honored, an umwelcome burden to
the state or to organized charity,
whﬁe his libertine progenitor goes
gnily on his way of l.rrnlponnible dal-
liance with other women?

In case the child Is a girl, these
questions are still more polgnant, In-
finitely more searching. The proba-
bilities that the girl child of such a
uhion will develop into a tragic crea-
ture of
out the ection of father, mother
or family, it is almost 2 miracle when
such an orphan grows to womanhood
uncarrupted and secure.

The conditions of the maternity
Hospitals of our clties are but ob-
scurely known, their records are eju-
sive—and yet enough has been re-
ported by their heads to warrant the
statement that the birth of illegiti-
wmate children s on the increase and
that farmirg them out is common
and thelr actual murder not un-
known,

It needs no special investigation to
understand that the tendency of
these putlawed boys I8 to become
eriminals and the-tendency of these
fatherless girls is to bacome prosti-
tutes. How can be confidently ex-
pect the illegitimaie child to grow to
mmmhood to valiagt m-

-row way alone?

 night are strong, for with-'

- Jand disappear, m_mm%)é ‘

nar-
One of the judges of Chicago was»
quoted in & recent lssue of the Chi-
ugo'rdhunetoh;vanldth-lorma i
many cases of “delinquency” hrought 'l
against girls in his court, more than *n
75 per cent began with the birth of 7
a child. They weré mothers by rea-
son of a certain Innovency, & certaln
nﬂnsmmﬂarmthamuuim'
The child of such & mothar should
not be denled the fundamental righne-u
of a son and helr.
There is no excuse ml:‘::n mla
for illagitimacy except wa,
vrltm

past and present, have been 3
by msnmdtur!hapmmuou i}
‘men—women and children have been 1
congzidered only so far as the mgle
sense of :nﬂbe anl mercy was b
aroused. Man’s property righ 'ltT[
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the souls sad bodies of his “patural™:
children.

Thers are thoss who sa thl.tmtlr-'l"l
ing can be done; that this evil has
always existed and that it always !
must. This, we deny. Because a
wrong has axisted for a million yqn
a no reason for its continued exit-

=

Walt Whitman has it
thapntmnol.thcmu gﬂ-w"‘

Wﬂt the'®
centuries suddenly




